yo 


Aus 


tout SXSW, we ask: 


iyo 
in American-St 


atesman 


Friday, March 20, 2020 


statesman.com | 


wW a@statesman | f 


Facebook.com/statesman | $2 


CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


LONE STAR LOCKDOWN 


Pressure rises on Trump as 
hospitals sound alarms, A4 


Spring break beaches mostly 
bare after crowd bans, B1 


John Rendon, 35, trims 23-year-old Shaad Walker’s hair Tuesday at his barbershop, Gentlemen Cuts, off Interstate 35 in East Austin. 
“Business is slow,” Rendon says. He sent his 15-year-old son, King, outside to wave a sign for the shop. [BRONTE WITTPENN/AMERICAN-STATESMAN] 


Coronavirus crimps hair, nail business 


Personal care workers 
weigh risks of working 
or losing paychecks 


By Lara Korte 
Ikorte@statesman.com 


On Tuesday, King Rendon, 
15, stood in the median 
between the Interstate 35 
frontage road and an on- 
ramp, waving a sign for his 
father’s business, Gentlemen 
Cuts, just across the street in 
downtown Austin. Few cars 
were on the road. 

Inside the barbershop, 


“It’s kind of a hard line of work for me, because I literally 
touch hands all day. We can't really social distance in 
here. Being in this industry we take so many health and 
safety precautions anyway, but, like, I called to buy more 
Barbicide wipes, and they’re totally out.” 


Nail artist Meghann Rosales 


John Rendon, 35, was cut- 
ting hair. He’s owned this 
shop with his wife for about 
three months, and normally, 
they see about five people a 
day — 20 on the weekends. 
In the past week, though, 
only seven people have been 


Rigual, 56 and his wife, 
Veronica, also have seen their 
appointments cut in half in the 
last week. They need custom- 
ers, Rigual said, while sitting 
in his empty shop Tuesday. 
Concerns about the spread 
of the coronavirus is hitting 


in his chair. 

“We've been able to make 
it by,” Rendon said, noting 
the high cost of rent in 
Austin. “But at this rate, I 
don’t know what we’re going 
to do.” 


those in the personal care 
industry hard. Those who 
cut hair, do nails and offer 
personal grooming ser- 
vices said they must decide 
between a paycheck and 
their personal safety. 


Next door, barber Hector 


As virus impact spreads, oil 
price slide to bite Texas economy 


By Bob Sechler 
bsechler@statesman.com 


The global effort to curtail 
the coronavirus by limiting 
travel, canceling events and 
closing schools and busi- 
nesses might well prove 
effective, but it’s a remedy 
that’s torpedoing prices for a 
traditional staple of the Texas 
economy: oil. 

The price for a barrel of oil 
has slumped by more than half 
over the past month — and it 
fell below $21 earlier this week 
for the first time in 18 years — 
as demand has dried up amid 
the coronavirus -induced dis- 
ruptions to daily life and as 


between Saudi Arabia and 
Russia Keeps oil supply levels 
high. 

West Texas Intermediate 
crude, the U.S. benchmark, 
ticked up to about $25 a barrel 
Thursday after the Energy 
Department announced 
it would begin filling the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
as part of a directive by 
President Donald Trump to 
help crude producers. 

It had been trading near $54 
a barrel just four weeks ago, 
however. 

Texas has a more diverse 
economy than it did during 
the infamous oil bust of the 
1980s, which triggered spikes 


and unemployment. 

But the recent price 
declines still stand to deliver 
a significant blow to the state 
— by fueling new rounds of 
layoffs and bankruptcies and 
by taking a bite out of tax rev- 
enue — at a time when many 
other industries are reeling 
from coronavirus fears as 
well. 

“Obviously, cities (in 
Texas) that are root-and- 
stem grounded in oil and 
gas are going to see a much 
bigger (direct) impact” from 
the drop in oil prices, said 
Jason Schenker, president of 
Prestige Economics in Austin. 


See BUSINESS, A8 


Jobless numbers surge amid 
virus-related layoffs, B6 


Abbott bans 
gatherings, 


closes dining 


rooms, bars, 
schools 


Coronavirus cases rise 
to 41in Travis County, 
where virus may be 
spreading from person 
to person 


By Jonathan Tilove 
and Nicole Cobler 
jtilove@statesman.com 
ncobler@statesman.com 


Gov. Greg Abbott on 
Thursday issued broad 
restrictions to limit the spread 
of the coronavirus, banning 
public gatherings of more 
than 10 people and shutter- 
ing restaurant dining rooms, 
bars, gyms and schools across 
the state. 

The executive order takes 
effect midnight Friday and 
ends midnight April 3, but 
could be extended, he said. 

Hours later, health offi- 
cials from Austin and Travis 
County reported 18 fresh 
coronavirus cases, bringing 
the total cases in the county 
to 41. 

The virus is now believed 
to be spreading from person 
to person in the Austin area, 
the officials said. 

Harris County officials 
announced Thursday the 
state’s fifth death attributed 
to COVID-19, the illness 
caused by the virus. A nurs- 
ing home resident northwest 
of Houston died at a hospital 
Wednesday evening, the same 
day doctors determined he 
had contracted the virus. 


See ABBOTT, A10 


Few coronavirus kits 
available for local jails 


3 Travis inmates briefly 
quarantined as jails 
sanitize, push hygiene 


By Kelsey Bradshaw 
kbradshaw@statesman.com 


While visitation has been 
cut off to Central Texas jails 
to combat the spread of the 
new coronavirus, few testing 
kits are available to inmates, 
and some jails don’t have the 
kits at all. 

Travis County, which is 
housing an inmate popula- 
tion of about 2,033 people 
this week, was expected 
to have 100 testing kits for 
COVID-19, the disease 


More inside 


e McCaul remarks on China 
come under fire, A4 

e Farmers markets to stay 
open this weekend, B1 

e State prisons step up coro- 
navirus measures, B1 


by Friday, said Kristen Dark, 
spokeswoman for the Travis 
County sheriff’s office, 
which manages the jails. 
The kits will be dispersed 
to medical staff in the Travis 
County Jail in Austin and the 
Travis County Correctional 
Complex in Del Valle. 


an ongoing production battle in foreclosures, bankruptcies See OIL, A8 linked to the coronavirus, See JAILS, A12 

Vol. 149, No. 239 BUSITICSS.....0cccececeeeeeeeeeees B6 Obituaries .........ceeeeeeeeeees B4 TODAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

To subscribe: 512-445-4040 Classifieds seessseserrsssersss Có Opinion .......s0sseccceceeeeees A13 Cloudy Thunderstorms Cold rain 

statesman.com/service COMICS veeeeeecesesseeeeeceeeeees Bog SPOTtS..cccececccceceeccccceeececs C1 64° / 46° 59° / 55° 68° / 59° 7 "65668'20202 


